“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the WorD 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
s0.”—* Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” —Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21. 
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The true bond of 
RELIGIOUS UNION. 


** We then that are strong, ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, and not to 
please ourselves.” 

The principles of Christianity, when 
rightly put into practice, as well in our in- 
tercourse with mankind, as in the trans- 
action of all human affairs, whether of 
church or state, have a powerful effect in 
the production of order, harmony, and 
kind feelings. But they are too often pre- 
sented to us, and we too often contem- 
plate, or receive them, as abstract rules, 
or propositions. In this way, their ef- 
fects are scarcely perceived: and it is not 
until the mind is brought under the im- 
mediate influence and operation of divine 
grace, power, or light, and every passion 
of the soul subdued to its government and 
direction, that the fair fruits of pure reli- 
gion are developed in our livesand conduct. 

The Society of Friends, including the 
Yearly Meeting of London, consists of 
more than three hundred Monthly Meet- 
ings, each of which assemble twe/ve 
times in the year, to transact the civil and 
religious affairs of the Body. These con- 
stitute nearly one hundred Quarterly 
Meetings, convening once every three 
months, for a like purpose : and the whole 
comprises nine Yearly Meetings, which 
come together annually. Every member 
has the privilege of attending these as- 
semblies, and, when there, of expressing 
his views, or mingling in the discussion of 
any business brought forward: he may 
even offer new matter—all, in short, are 
on a perfect equality: nor is there any 
prescribed rules to govern debate, or 
any one seen to preside as president, or 


more than a thousand persons. A clerk to 
record the proceedings, is the only officer 
known in the Society, m any meeting for 
business. Lastly; there is more business 
transacted in any given time, in these 
meetings, and more quiet, order, and har- 
mony, in the general, preserved, than in 
assemblies governed by a visible head, 
with prescribed rules for preserving or- 
der, and regulating discussion. 

The questions have often been asked: 
How is misrule prevented—How is order 
and decorum maintained, and the dispatch 
of business secured, in these, often im- 
mensely large bodies, without any of 
those means universally resorted to by 
the world, tosecure the objects of busi- 
ness-meetings? ‘The answer is easy: 
wherever the order; as it is above de- 
scribed, is maintained, the whole govern- 
ment is laid upon that divine principle in 
the soul which “delights to do no evil, and 
to outlive all wrath and contention”— 
whose “crown is meekness,” and whose 
life is “everlasting love unfeigned’:— 
which attains its object, not by force, or 
contention, but by intreaty, patience, ror- 
bearance, and lowliness of mind—by turn- 
ing its cheek to the smiter, and opposing 
and calming the storm of the passions, 
with the condescending love, and the 
peaceable spirit of Jesus. 

In the meetings before alluded to, the 
predominance of love, unity, and harmo 
ny, are primary objects, and consequently, 
when the carrying of any measure, or 
question, whatever its merits, or import- 
ance, would tend to lesson that love and 
unity, the measure is dropped, or refer- 
red: thus a few individuals, and often a 
single dissenting voice, arrests the further 
progress of debate, or consigns the mat 


chairman, or moderator, in any of these | 


ter in hand toa sudden dismission, or post- 


bodies, some of which often amount to ponement, presenting a practicalevidence 
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of the excellency of the apostolic precept 
“We that are strong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves.”—“ See that ye iove one ap- 
other with a pure heart.” 

Such isthe power, or principle, that 
has preserved the Society of Friends in a 
state of unity and harmony, almost with- 
out example, for nearly two centuries, 
without a visible Aead—without a creed — 
without any external bond of religious 
union. ( Fo be continued ) 


SPIRIT OF 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


GURNEY’S DOCTRINES. 


The sixth essay of this work presents 
us with what the writer calls “The 
scriptural account of the Supreme Be- 
ing.’ Weare here told that the “ infor- 
mation respecting the Deity”—*is in a 
marvellous manner augmented, and, for 
all present fractical purposes, appears to 
be COMPLETED, in the records of revela- 
tion.” This knowledge imparted by the 
Bible, is, however, diteral only, and totally 
inefficient in reforming the heart, although 
it may fill the Head: and the only knowl- 
edge of God that can be deemed “com- 
plete,’ and adapted to “ practical pur- 
poses” is that derived from immediaie re- 
velation, made by His own Light in the 
soul. 

It is shown (in this essay) by quotations 
from the scriptures that “God is onE”’ 
—“ eternal and unchangeable”—* the first 
cause of all other things”—the Preserv- 
er, and Ruler of the universe. That God 
is a Spirit, invisible, omniscient, omni- 
present, holy, just, merciful; abounding 
in kindness; the Father and Protector of 
his creatures ; with a “gracious and un- 
failing disposition to pardon the iniquities 
of His children, on their forsaking their 
sins, on their turning back again to the 
God of their salvation, on their offering to 
him the acceptable sacrifice of a contrite 
heart.” 

William Penn, in that part of his 
* Christian Quaker” called “Gentile Di- 
vinity,” has shown that the “ Light with- 
in” was “sufficient” to give the saving 


—= 
knowledge of God, however undervalued 
by our author. He there proves that 
the Gentile, or heathen writers, in treat- 
ing of the Divinity, represented that 
“ There was but onE Supreme Being, that 
made all things, who is infinite, almighty, 
omnipresent, holy, and good forever”— 
that “there is no being, nor place with- 
out God” —* perfect in himself, giving the 
being, and well-being of every creature” 
—that “he will reward such as please 
him, and funish such as displease him” 
—that “he is a Spirit, and the author of 
all light”: and “bestows his benefits up- 
on all, according to their several capaci- 
ties, and so is the cause of all good.” “So 
torcible,” says Penn, “so true, and so 
conspicuous are their assertions, and their 
reasons for them, that they who will yet 
believe, there was not a measure of the 
eternal fullness of all Divine Light shin- 
ing in the hearts of these heathens, to 
give them some knowledge of the glory 
of the only true and invisible God, must 
not think it strange, if upon their exame 
ple of incredulity, after all their protesta- 
tions for, and professions of the Christian 
religion, any should believe them to be 
arrant Pharisees, and that they are over- 
cast with the darkest clouds of envy and 
uncharitableness. For my part, (con- 
tinues he) I am of the mind that many 
thousands of Christians, at least so repu- 
ted, I mean not the radd/e neither, be- 
lieve not God so clearly, nor are able to 
give better reasons, for what they do be- 
lieve of him, than these exhibited in this 
first part of Gentile Divinity.” 

Now these heathen views, as far as they 
go, are as “complete” as the scriptural 
views of the Divinity, and are a standing 
contradiction to our author’s assertions 
respecting the “ faint traces,” and the in- 
sufficiency of the divine light in the soul: 
and, although the heathen world (so call- 
ed) is enveloped in much darkness, this 
circumstance does not prove the ineffica- 
cy of the Light within. The failure of a 
rule is not always an evidence of its in- 
sufficiency. The apostle Paul in the first 
chapter of Romans, points out the causes 
of this darkness among the Gentiles: 
that it arose not from any deficiency in 
the light, but from a neglect to attend to 
its mstructions—* Because that when they 
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knew God, they glorified him not as God,” 


&c. The Jews had the scriptures—they 
read them diligently, they sowed them to 
their garments—in short, they idolized 
these writings, which, we are told, in so 
“marvellous a manner” augments, and 
¢ompiletes the knowledge of God: yet the 
Jews knew not God; anda darker, and 
more wicked people, at the time of their 
destruction, perhaps never existed. In 
like manner, the Christian nations, (so 
called) were, with the Bible in their 
hands, for many hundred years, involved 
in as great, if not greater darkness than 
the heathen. And, although the scrip- 
tures were not generally diffused among 
the people during this period, yet they 
were possessed and read by those who 
were the rulers and guides of the people, 
and who were the very fromoters of the 
crusades and massacres, that turned 
Christendom into an Aceldama. And 
who are these, in more modern days, that 
have been the instigators of the many 
bloody wars, and bloody persecutions that 
have prevailed? Not the common peo- 
ple, ignorant of the scriptures, but the 
kings, and the clergy—those whose heads 
were filled with our author’s “marvel- 
lous,” literal knowledge of God—those 
who were well.versed inthe writings of 
those “critics” wh. have “settled” the 
“text,” with such “ astonishing industry” 
and “great discrimination’! And yet 
their works prove that they knew not 
God, but that they were “of their father 
the devil’! But time and space would 
fail to point out the innumerable evidences 
which present to the mind, of the fallacy 
of the ground, and arguments of our au- 
ther: I shall therefore pass on to his se- 
venth essay, which treats “ On the UNION 
and DISTINCTION of the Divine Nature”’: 
and in order to present the author’s views 
on this subject, I subjoin the following ex- 
tracts from this chapter of his work. 
After observing that the “ unity of God 
isnot only explicitly declared by the in- 
spired writers, but lies at the very foun- 
dation of their system of religion,” he 
adds, that “ while, however, this primary 
truth must ever be held sacred on the 
authority of the Holy Scriptures, it is on 
the same authority that we admit another 
doctrine—namely, that in his revealed 


operations and more especially in the ap- 
pointment and application of the scheme 
of man’s redemption, God Aas manifest- 
ed himself to us as the FATHER, the SON, 
and the Hoty Spirir.” 

“The Father is God; the Son is God ; 
the Holy Spirit isa PERSON.”——— 

In proof of the Holy Ghost being a 
herson, he cites Jno. xiv. 26, and xv. 26, 
and xvi. 7, 8. “On another occasion,” 
continues he, “our Saviour made mention 
of the Holy Ghost as @ Person,” &c. quo- 
ting Matt. xii. 31, 32, all which he consid-- 
ers as “very pointed allusions thus made 
by our Saviour to the PERSONALITY of 
the Holy Ghost.”—He also says that “ we 
can scarcely do otherwise than deduce 
the inference, that these servants of the 
Lord [the apostles] regarded the Holy 
Spirit as one possessing a fiersonal alle- 
giance. In proof of this doctrine of dis- 
tinct persons, he quotes Acts v. 3. 9—xiii. 
2. 4.——xvi. 6, 7—-xx. 28—{-xx. 28—Mark 
xili. 2—Acts xxviii. 25—Heb. iii. 6—ix. 
8, and x. 15. Also, Eph. iv. 30—1 Cor... 
vi. 19—1 Cor. xii. 8.11. And then ask- 
ing the question “ Who is this /erson,’” 
&c. he answers, “ This ferson is God.” 


“Such are the scriptural evidences,’” 
he adds, “ of which we are in possession, 
that the Father is God, that the Son is 
God, that the Holy Spirit is God. Hav- 
ing considered this evidence, we may now 
proceed to take a view of some addition- 
al passages of the New Testament in 
which the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, whose deity is thus distinctively 
and sefiarately indicated, are presented 
to our attention, as the united sources of 
the Christian’s hope and consolation, the 
united objects of the Christian’s belief and 
obedience.” The author then proceeds 
to quote the following texts: Jno. xiv. 
26: xv. 26; xvi. 7,8. 13, 14. 

“The equality of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, is an equality in 
point of nature; for in their nature they 
are God, and God is one. In order to ob- 
tain a just and comprehensive view of the 
whole subject, (as far as it is revealed to 
us) it is necessary a/so to advert to the 


another. The Father is the frst: the 


ever represented as standing ove towards 
Son is the second: the Holy Spirit ts the 


order of that relation in which they are | 
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third. The Son is sudordinate to the 
Father, because he is of the Father—the 
only begotten Son of God. The Holy 
Spirit is subordinate to the Father and 
the Son, decause he is the Father’s and 
the Son’s. The Father sends the Son. 
The Father and the Son, send the Holy 
Spirit.” 

The author continues to discriminate. 
The Father, he savs, planned “the 
scheme of Christianity” —The Son is “the 
Way”; he propitiates, he advocates—he 
“conducts the whole system”; whilst 
“the Holy Spirit is the oferative power, 
through whom the Father and the Son 
carry on their work of mercy, and exer- 
cise their dominion over the souls of men. 
It is he who enlightens, converts, renews, 
consoles, and purifies, the heirs of salva- 
tion.” 

In order to prove this doctrine, he con- 
tinues to cite most of the hackneyed ar- 
guments of the trinitarians. “There are,” 
he says, “ various passages in the sacred 
writings of the ancient Hebrews, which 
appear to indicate a filurality in the one 
God”; in proof of which he cites the 
words “ living ones”—* holy ones.’— 
“ Let us make man in our image,” &c. 

On the whole, the author has laboured 


in this essay to establish the doctrine of } 


the trinity with all the zeal of a new con- 
vert. ‘The doctrine, he asserts, “ will not 
cease to be regarded as of ineaxfressidble 
value, by those persons who bow with re- 
verence before the divine authority of the 
sacred records, and who are, from their 
own exfiericnce, aware of its practical in- 
fluence, and operation.” —“ May the wri- 
ter and the readers of this essay,” con- 
tinues he, “never become so infatuated, 
as to contradict the absolute unity of the 
unchangeable Jehovah; and may they 
also, through the grace of God, be ever 
preserved from denying the eternal di- 
vinity of the Father, azd of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.” 


I have made extensive quotations from 
this essay, in order to bring this author’s 
scheme before the reader, as well as the 
evidences of his afostacy from the first 
principles of the Society of Friends, in 
this particular: not for the sake f the 
argumeuts which he advances; for these 
are generally mere copies of what may 


he found in almost every trinitarian wri- 
ter, and their absurdity, and anti-scriptu- 
ral character are answered and opposed 
by writers of the Society of Friends, and 
particularly by William Penn in his noted 
tract, “ The Sandy Foundation Shaken,” 
to which I refer the reader. But there 
are a few points to which I will, in a brief 
manner, draw his attention. 

1. In making the Son “subordinate te 
the Father,” and to occupy the “second” 
place, he, in fact, deprives the former of 
his divinity, and makes him a creature ; 
for no being can be God, and be “ sudor- 
dinate’’ to God, at the same time: no be- 
ing can be God, and be “ second,” and nct 
“ first.” 

2. “ The Holy Spirit,” we are told, “is 
subordinate to the Father, and the Son,” 
and occupies the third place. The Holy 
Spirit is thus stripped of his divinity, and 
put still lower in the scale of creation than 
the Son, being “ subordinate” to him, and 
the “¢hird” in order. The trinitarians, 
we are apt to think, will not thank our 
author for thus exposing, (however un- 
wittingly) the indefensible points of their 
scheme! Dr. Miller, one of the greet 
champions for the trinity in this country, 
‘but older in the controversy than J. J. 
Gurney, seeing the results to which this 
mode of treating the subject, would ne- 
cessarily lead, tells us that he “abhors 
the idea of a derived divinity”; but he 
does not show how this is to be avoided, 
without falling into ¢ritheism. Other mo- 
dern trinitarians, candidly acknowledge 
the impropriety of the term ferson, and 
wish it had never been used in treating of 
the Deity. 

3. There is no authority in either the 
Old or New Testament for making a fier- 
son, much less a distinct person, of the 
Holy Spirit. It is true, that the Spirit is 
often personified in scripture; but if this 
be sufficient to constitute a person, even 
the winds may claim that title—* Awake, 
O north wind, and come thou south, and 
blow upon my garden,” Cant. iv. 16. As 
little authority is there for asserting that 
the Spirit “ proceedeth from the Father, 
‘and the Son,” or that the Spirit, as in avy 
' manner distinct from the Father, is a pro- 
per object of faith, worship, or obedience. 
| But the absurdity of giving fersonality té 
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the Spirit, is clearly illustrated in the fol- 
lowing passages: “ And I will take of the 
person (Spirit) that is on thee and put it 
upon them.” Numb. xi. 17. “The per- 
son (Spirit) rested upon them, and they 
prophecied.” xi. 29. “ Take thee Joshua, 
the son of Nun,a man in whom is the 
person (Spirit) xxvii. 18. “Until the 
person (Spirit) be poured upon us from 
on high.” Isaiah xxxii. 15. The person 
(Holy Ghost) “fell on them”—* They 
were all filled with the person” [Holy 
Ghost]—“ Baptized with the person”— 
“anointed with the person”—* sealed 
with the person, &c. &c. 

4. The author asserts that the distinc- 
tions in the divinity, which he has pointea 
out, are “revealed to us.” ‘This asser- 
tion, however specious, is without founda- 
tion. Itis genera!ly acknowledged that 
a “new revelation,” as Barclay declares, 
is necessary to understand the Scriptures. 
But the author tells us that “the Scrip- 
tures, like every other book, must be in- 
terpreted according to the received ruées 
of criticism and frhilology”’: it is no mar- 
vel, therefore, that he has fallen into gross 
errors. Agreeably to these “rules” he 
“ interprets” Scripture, and then presents 
it to ue as a revelazion!! On the same 
ground the Catholics may assert that the 
doctrine of transudstantiation is “ a reve- 
lation tous”; and with like reasons may 
the Calvinists contend fer fredestination, 
and every sect, in short, for its peculiar 
tenets. 

5. In the use of the three terms Fath- 
er, Son, and Spirit, the author appears to 
lay much stress on the conjunction and, as 
pointing out the distinctions for which he 
conterds. But the peculiar idiom and 
phraseology of these writings would have 
teught him that this word is often used to 
connect wordsof precisely the same import. 
‘Thus we find the expressions “ God and 
our Father”—* The Lord God, and his 
spirit hath sent me”—* baptised with 
the Holy Ghost, and fire” &c. &c. 

6. The three persons, we are to under- 
stand, perform distinct offices. Thus, he 
says, that “the Father is the creator, the 
Son the redeemer, the Holy Spirit the 
Sanctifier,” &c. But these various offices 
are frequently ascribed to two and often ali 
of these names, without distinction. The 
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Father creates all things, and so does the 
word, or Son, see John ch. 1. God cre- 
ated all things “ by Jesus Christ.’ Eph. 
iii. 9. They were also created by the 
spirit. “ Thou sendest forth THY sPIRIT, 
they are created.” Ps. 104, 30: At the 
creation “ the spirit moved on the face of 
the waters.” 

The Father redeems also—* Thou, O 
Lord, art our Father, our REDEEMER,” 
Isaiah 63, 16.—He also sanctifirs—* Them 
that are sanctified by God, the Father” 
Jude 1. Christ sanctifies—* Christ is 
made tous sanc/ification and redemption.” 
The same act, or operation, is, in a great 
variety of instances, ascribed, without dis- 
tinction, to two, or more of these names. 
Thus the Father begat Jesus; aud also 
the Holy Ghost. The Father raised jim 
up ; sodid the spirit: The Father seals ; 
so does the spirit; and those it is said, 
that abide in Christ, nath the Father. and 
the Son.” Christ reconciles, and so does 
God—* Gop was in Christ, reconciling 
the world.”—I might add pages to the 
same purpose: but enough has been done 
to prove the anti-scriptural character of 
our author’s scheme. That it 1s irration- 
al needs no illustration. There can be 
but one mw finite spirit. “One God who is 
above all, through all, and in us all.” 
God is that Spirit: and whatever name, 
title, or denomination is used, they can all 
have reference only to that onE Spirit, 


which “spreads undivided, and operates — 


unspent”; that “ont God, and Father of 
all, whois above all, through all, and in 
us all.” 

“To “settle the text,” and to prove 
the truth of his doctrine, the author has 
“ with astonishing industry,” searched in- 
tothecommentsof Schleusner, Macknight 
Rosenmuller, Pearsons, Poole, Calvin, 
Middleton, and above FIFTY more protes- 
sors and priests, both ancient and mod- 
ern, whose names are found in the mar- 
gin of his work. But he has passed by 
Fox, Penington, Penn, Whitehead, &c. 
as being too “ sectarian,” perhaps, for his 
purpose: yet we think that these wor- 
thies had some claim to his notice, as be- 
ing of the same household of faith, by pro- 
fession. Aad had he condescended to look 
into them, he might have profited by 


their ight, if not by their learning. These 
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men did not esteem the authorities of ¢e/- 
ter-icarned professors quite so highly as 
our author, as appears by the following 
replies of Fox to the priests of his time, 
gn the distinctions of the divine nature: 

“ Thy doctrine is dross, and you priests, 
are not fit tojudge in such things as these; 
they are too weighty and too heavy for 
you.” And to another he said: “Thou 
knowest not him that is in the Father, 
and the Father in him, glorified with the 
Father before the world began: and the 
scriptures do not tell people of a trinity, 
nor ‘Aree persons, but the common prayer 
mass-book speaks of three persons brought 
in by thy father the pope ; and the Father 
Son, and Holy Ghost were always OnE.” 
Likewise Penington, on this subject, says, 

“ (sod is one, there are many names, but 
the thing is onE. The life, the power, 
the wisdom, in the Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit, are all one; yea, they themselves are 
onc, PERFECTLY ONE; not AT ALL divi- 
ded, or separated.” 


SELECTED. 


“ The way of true freace and unity in 
the true Church of Christ. 


( Continued from p. 215 ) 


“The third bond of the true church’s 
Unity, is, 
One hope of our calling. 


“ Evenas ye are called in one hope of 
your calling; As all believers are called 
by one calling (which is the inward and 
effectual voice of God tothe soul, by his 
spirit through the gospel) so they are all 
called into one blessed hope of obtaining 
the kingdom and glory of God. And no 
one is called to this hope more than ano- 
ther, or hath more interest or share in it 
than another. Fishes that live in the sea, 
though some be greater and some less, yet 
none lath more interest or share in it 
than another; but all being alike produ- 
ced init, enjoy it alike: and creatures that 
live on the earth, though some be greater 
and some less, yet all enjoy the sun and 
air alike; and yet nearer, the members 


of the body, though of different quantity, ! 
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form, and office, yet all have a like inter- 
est in the head and all the senses, and in 
the soul and all its faculties: So all the 
faithful enjoy Christ alike, and in him, the 
Spirit and the Father; and no believer 
hath more interest in Christ and God, 
than another. 

“So that all the faithful are called to 
the same things, and God gives not more 
or better things to one than to another, but 
he gives immortality, glory, eternal life, 
the kingdom of heaven, which is the in- 
heritance of the saints, or which is all one, 
himself, alike to all, and makes alli to sit 
alike in heavenly places in Christ, and in 
the Father. 

“ All the faithful then are equally call- 
ed to an unity of hope, and none can hope 
for greater or better things than another. 
It was a very carnal thing in the mother 
of Zebidee’s children, to desire of Christ, 
that one might sit on his right hand, and 
another at his left hand, in his kingdom, 
where all alike sit at his right hand, and 
none at his left. Indeed, in the kingdoms 
of men, some have greater estates than 
others, and are in higher honour and au- 
thority ; and this breeds envy, and emu- 
lation, and strife, and distance, &c. but in 
the Son’s kingdom, and in the Father’s, 
all that are counted worthy to dwell 
therein, do alike inherit all things; dl 
things are yours, saith Paul; And he 
that overcomes shall inherit all things, 
saith John: And the least believer hath 
no less, and the greatest hath no more; 
and this causes unity and peace among 
them. We see what a strong bond of 
peace and agreement, and unity of hope, 
is in them that travel together, that fight 
together, that labour together; and so, 
much more in them who are equally call- 
ed by God, to the kingdom of God. 

“ And this is the third bond of the true 
church’s unity. 

Unity of hope. 

“Now they break this bond of the 
church’s unity, that live out of this hope 
of the church ; whose hope is in earthly, 
carnal, base things; who, pretending to 
be Christians, yet live only in the hopes 
of men, in hopes of worldly profit, honour, 
preferment, and the attaining and enjoy- 
ment of the things of this life, which they, 
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according to the eagerness of their hopes, 
prosecute mightily, by all waysand means. 
These men, I say, break the unity of the 
church : for what true unity can they 
have with the true church, that live not 
in unity of hope with it? Seeing worldly 
hopes carry men one way, and the hopes 
of believers carry them another: carnal 
hopes make men leave God for the 
world; and the hope of saints makes 
them leave the world for God: Where- 
fore, they that differ in their hopes, which 
are their ends, must needs differ in their 
ways and works; and so, he that lives 
out of the hope of the church, lives also out 
of the unity ofit. - 

“ The fourth bond of the true church’s 
unity, is, 

Lorp. 


“The right church hath not many 
Lords, but One; and this one and only 
Lord, is the Lord Jesus Christ: And so 
all the subjects of this kingdom are fellow- 
servants to one Lord,to whom they do 
own equal obedience ; and this also is a 
strong bond of unity. 

“For when there are divers Lords, 
there are divers minds, and wills, and 
ends, and so divers laws; and these breed 
divisions, and dissentions, and wars among 
men ; but where is but one Lord, there is 
also but one law; and where people live 
by one law, under one Lord, unto whom 
all are equally subject, this breeds peace 
and union. 

“ Now the Lordship of the church, is 
the royal prerogative of Christ, and no 
creature must presume to arrogate this 
honour to himself; seeing, unto the very 
angels he hath not put in subjection this 

world to come, whereof we speak. And 
for men, Christ hath charged his own 
apostles (who, ifthere were any difference 
among believers, might undoubtedly chal- 
lenge the pre-eminence) I say, Christ hath 
charged even them on this sort: Matt. 

xxiii. 10. ‘Be not ye ealled masters, for 

one is your master, even Christ; Sut he 

that is greatest among you shall be your 
servant:? That is, you may and ought to 
be servants to one another, but not mas- 


ters: and this same doctrine, the apostle 


he, ‘be not many masters, knowing that 
we shall receive the greater condemna- 
tion:’ James iii.1. It isnot fit for breth- 
ren, who are equal among themselves, to 
make themselves masters over one ano- 
ther. Christ also hath spoken again so 
plainly tothis matter: Mat‘. xx. that 
one would wonder that ever the beast or 
his image, should dare to arrogate to 
themselves lordship over the people of 
God, in soclearalight; ‘Yeknow, (saith 
Christ to the twelve) that the princes of 
the Gentiles exercise dominion overthem, 
and they that are great exercise authority 
over them: but it shall not be so among 
you:’ He speaks it peremptorily ; that 
some believers should not exerciee do- 
minion and authority over other believers; 
no, not the greatest over the least, all be- 
ing fellow servants alike under the Lord. 
Wherefore,they that are puffed up in 
their hearts against their fellow-servants, 
might better think thus with themselves, 
why Christ is our Lord, as well as theirs, 
and is as much over us as over them: and 
we are not over our fellow-servants, nor 
they under us; but both of us are equally 
under Christ, and Christ is equally over 
us both; and so Christ hath given us the 
same laws he hath given them; to wit, 
that we should believe in him, and love 
one another; and he expects the same 
obedience from us,as from them ; and so 
we are not to command one another: but 
are all alike to be commanded by him. It 
was the evil servant that beat his fellow 
servants, upon hopes of the deiay of his 
master’s coming. 

“ And this is the fourth bond of the true 
church’s unity. 

Unity of Lord. 

“ Now they break this first bond of uni- 
ty, that either make themselves, or others 
lords over the church, besides Christ, and 
parcel out this one kingdom of the Son, 
to many lords, tothe great dishonour of 
Christ, and disunion of the church, 

“ The pope was the first who professed 
himself to be the general master in the 
whole church of God ; and after the fosie, 
a general council took this honour toitself; 
and by degrees, this last became as hard, 

yea, a harder taskmaster to the church 


James preacheth: ‘My brethren,’ saith 


} than the former. Afterwards, when 
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t.cular kingdoms fell off from the pope, || great lights, the sun to rule by day, and 
and his autichristian church, the mystery | the moon by night.’ Now if this might 


of iniquity was not, by this means, | 
wholly dissolved ; but only wascontracted 
and brought into a less compass ; fer then 


_ be brought about, which they design, the 


| church would be so far from being eased 


| of its strange lords, that it should have 
| them exceedingly multiplied: for what 


tue archbishop made himself general mas- i is a national assembl ly but an archbishop 


ter of the church in each particular king- | 


dom, as the fofie before had done in aii ; 


and atter the archbishofi raises up 
natignal assembly, as the general council 
after the fofe ; and each of these, in their 
courses, usurp lordship over the church 
of Christ, to the sad dissolution of its 
unity. 

“ Most evident then it is, that during the 
time of the apostacy, the church hath been 
most miserably lorded oyer, even amongst 
us; for the priest lorded oyer the people, 
tiie archdeacon over the priest, the dean 
over the archdeacon, the bishop over the 


dean, and the archbishvp over the bishop ; | 


under which woful bondage, the church 
cried out, as Isai. xxvi. O Lord our God, 
ofher lords besides thee have had dominion 
over us. And is this bondage of the 
church now eased by casting off those 
strange lords? Yea, do not men rather 
seek to increvse tt, by setting yet stranger 
over it, whose names are so full of mystery 


multi 


lied? And what a provincial as- 


‘, but a bishop multiplied? And a 


. Classical, but a dean and archdeacon mul- 


tiplied? And thus the former lords be- 
| ing removed, they would, in their stead, 
| cause the church to swarm with classical, 
| aga and national lords, and would 
_ by no means suffer Christ’s own kingdom 
| to return to his own lordship and domin- 
ion. And thus, whilst they, by secular 
|| power, seek to enforce these ecclesiastical 
| lords over the church, they absolutely 
| break in pieces the unity of it,even whilst 
_ they bear the simple people in hand, that 

they, above all other men, seek to pre- 
serve it: seeing the plurality of lords is 
| always the cause of schisms and divisions 


, in the church, which can never be one, but 
under one Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


WHAT IS GOD? 


“ But I would willingly (so far as hu- 
| man Capacity can reach, and by the as- 
| sistance of Almighty God) unfold some- 


that the people cannot understand them ? 
for new they would heve the classical 
presbytery set oyer the congregational, 
and the provincial over the classical, and 
the national over the provincial ; for so it 
is voted, That it is lawful,and agreeabe 
tothe word of God, thai there be a subor- 
dination of congregational, classical, pro- 
vincil and national assemblies, for the 
government of the church: Now here is 
mys:ery, and nothing but a certain rising 
up into old power, under a new name. 
And mark how they prove this subordi- 


nation of congregational, classical, pro- | 


vineial and national assemblies, to wit, by 
that scripture, Jatt. xviii. where it is 
written ‘Ifthy brother trepasss against | 
thee, and will neither hear thy admoni- | 


, thing of this our great God, who fills all 
_ things, even this unknown God: Bat so 


|, as you must then say with Balaam Numb. 


| 24,17. ‘I shall see him, but not now; 
| I shall behoid him, but not nigh While 
, you live in the creature, and have your 
, dependence upon the creature, you can- 
| not now see or know God. 
| “Beloved! IfI go about to describe 
him to you by the way of honour, by the 
| way of credit, of health, and of riches, or 
_by any creature, or by any worldly 
_ glory, happiness or enjoyments, it is im- 
| possible to find him, or ever to come near 
him ; forhe filleth the hungry, or the 


, empty with good things, the rich he sends 


empty away; or to find him out by the 
way of addition or multiplicaton, we shall 


tion nor counsel, nor the admonition and ! never do it; for if yougo from one glo- 
counsel of other brethren, fed/ the church;’ | rious Creature to another, and so multiply 
that is, the congregation of the faithful. | and add one to another, higher and high- 
Now from this place they prove the fore- |! er, till you come to the glorious heavens, 
mentioned subordination of assemblies; |! and put all these glories together, yet 
just as the pope once proved himself to | these are infinitely short of God; The 
be above the emperor, to wit, because it || heavens are not so much as a span of 
ts written, Gen.i. “That God made two | his hand; for Isa. 40,12. ‘He hath mea> 
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sured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and meted out the heavens with a span, 
and comprehendeth the dust of the earth 
in a measure; He hath weighed the 
mountains in scales, and hills in a balance?’ 
Therefore none of all these things can 
fully set forth what God is. 

“Ques. What then? How shall we 
find him ? 

“Answ. | tell you, if ever you will find 
Him, this infinite, unspeakably great God, 
it must be by the way of subtraction and 
taking away all that ever you can, and 
then you come nearest to God; (as Dio- 
nysius saithin the book of his Mystical 
Theology) in the way of poverty ye may 
find him ; for our Saviour saith expressly 


the hungry with good things, and the rich 
he hath sent empty away.’ Luke 1, 53. 


By the way of subtracting and taking | 


‘away, many have found him: If ye seek 


Matt. 5,2. *‘ Blessed are the poor in spir- | sweetness ; for he is not the sweetness of 
it; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven;’ | a rose, nor of honey, nor of any such 
and the Virgin Mary: ‘He hath filled } 


though never so glorious ; for he infinitely 
transcends all the excellencies of all crea- 
tures, though all the glory and excellency 
yea, the quintessence of all were gathered, 
collected and summed up together in one, 
yet they all fall infinitely short of him. 

“ It may be, when you have thought of 
God, you would resemble him to some 
glorious thing, and then it may be, (as I 
said before) you have thought of light, or 
when you have thought of him, you have 
thought of fire; for ’tis to our understand- 
ing and comprehension, that the Scriptures 
compare him to both, to resemble him by 
them; so it may be, you have sometimes 


| thought him to be sweet, and the like; 


but he is not sweet, as we conceive of 


thing ; nor is he of the lightness ofa light, 


_nor the terribleness of fire, nor the pleas- 


santness of fruit, nor any such thing: but 
he isthat by which all these things have 


_ their pleasantness, light and sweetness ; 


after him thus, ‘ Happily ye may feel af- | and whatever excellencies any creature 
ter him and find him, though he be not hath, he is not that thing, (as some have 
far from every one of us,’ Acts 17,27. But | foolishly conceited) because God is in 
by adding or multiplying, or greatening | them, therefore they are God, they are 
him in your imagination you shall never |, Gods, with God, and such like absurdities, 
cometosee him: For if you conceive |, &c. Thisdeclares in such, much igno- 


God to be any thing that you can imagine, | rance and weakness: But he is the cause 
<o as high as you can, and to think he is } 


any thing, any glorious thing, you can im- 
agine, you do no other than make an idol 
of him: For if you conceive God to be 
light, which is the most glorious thing, he 
is no such thing ; for he dwells in light in- 
accessable: but take away light, and all 
sensible accidents, as hardness, softness, 
heat, cold, greatness, littleness, light and 
darkness, and all that you can conceive, 


this is the way to know and to find out | 


God: Then shall you come and draw 
near to him, who is ‘ the very image of the 
invisible God,’ Col. 1, 15. and to him, ‘ who 
is the brightness of his Father’s glory, and 
the express image of his person ;’ and to 
him ‘who upholdeth all things by the 
word of his power,’ Hed. 1, 3. and to him 
‘ who is the ancient of days,’ Dan. 7, 9. 
and to him ‘that is Alpha, and Omega, 
the first, and the last,’ Rev. 2, 8. Know 
this, our great Jehovah is not to be mea- 
sured or compared with any thing, like 


and being ofall such excellencies ; but he 
in himself infinitely transcends, whatever 
can be thought or imagined by men or 
angels: For he that conceives in his God, 
that there is in him light, or sweetness, or 
glory, (as we account glory or light or 
sweetness) or that he should be music to 
the ear, or some glorious or glittering sight 


tothe eye: He that conceives God to 


be any such thing, whatsoever, he is much 
deceived. 


“Beloved! I hope (though truly I have 
some cause also to fear it) that you are 
not so childish, as to conceive that there 
is musics, viols, harps, or organs, or 
thrones, or crowns, or sceptres, or any 
such thing in heaven as are here on earth ; 
he transgresses against the first command- 
ment: Whosoever he be, that appre- 
hends any of these things to be in God or 
Heaven, according to the letter, he is as 
great an idolater, as he that makes a gol- 


| dencalf, and then falls down and wor- 


or competible to anv of the creatures, ' shipsit ; nay, he is amore dangerous idols, 
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ater and transgressor : for the other idol- 
aters were so gross and absurd, that very 
reason condemns them to worship stocks 
and stones for God ; but this is more spir- 
itual and more close idolatry, and there- 
fore more dangerous; ‘for the kingdom 
of heaven consists not in meats and drinks, 
but in righteousness, and peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost,’ Rom. 14, 17. That is, it 
consisteth not in food or raiment, in riches 
or honours, or whatever is accounted pre- 
cious or amiable to the world; But saith 
our Saviour: ‘The kingdom of God is 
within you ;’ and again, ‘my kingdom is 
not of this world, neither cometh it with 
observations,’ Luke 17,20. 12. But I say 
more than allthis: Hethat would find 
God, let him be silent and sit in darkness, 
neither to see any thing, nor to hear any 
thing ; for he that thinks he hears or sees 
any thing, or thinks of any manner of 
thing, or hath any manner of form orthing 
in his imagination, when he thinks of God, 
he is an idolater; Therefore all sensible 
accidents must be removed out of your 
imagination, as all hardness aud softness, 


all heat and cold, all weight and lightness | 
all greatness and littleness,&c. And 
for instance: First, will you see God in| 


aman? Asheis ina good man, so heis al- 
som anevilman. God orChristdwelisin 
them both, in regard of essence, both in 
good and bad: but here is the difference, 
Christ lives not, is not formed in them (as 
to them) in the one ; but in the other he is 
in them (as to them) the one sees it, and 
knows it, prizeth it, and rejoiceth in the 
seeing, and knowing, and believing of it; 
the other doth not, but is dnathema, Ma- 
ranatha, and separated from Christ, 1 


Cor. 16, 22. Christ lives in every man, in | 
regard of himself, and is as much in the) 


one asin the other: ButI say, here is all 
the difference, to the one Christ is mani- 
fested, to the other he is not; Ged lives 
in all, but all know it not: the other do 
neither see, know nor believe it, they have 
a power, a will anda being of their own, 
and this they glory and rejoice in, pre- 
sume on and live to themselves, and sa- 
crifice to their own drags, and regard not 
God, in whom they live, move and have 
their being: As God tells Cyrus Jsa. 45, 
5. ‘There is no God besides me, and it 


| 
| 
i 

| 
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was I that girded thee, though thou hast 
not known me’ 

“ Again, would you see God in the sun, 
moon and stars; or in beasts, fowls, fish 
or trees, or in allothercreatures? Know 
then, he is the life, act, and motion of all 
creatures ; take awav then from all, or 
any of these, all that may be taken away, 
all accidents, and then that, which re- 
mains, is God. In the sun or moon, or 
any thing else above, or in all creatures 
below, you must first strip it ot all visibil- 
ity, and of all form and representation, 
glorious or base, and then you shall be- 
hold God; not as that form, or any 
thing like it, but as the cause, essence and 
being of whatever is in it: or as in man, 
take from him highness and lowness, (for 
those are accidents) weights and lightness, 
greatness and littleness, youth and age ; 
for all these are accidents, and what re- 
mains then? But he that was and is to 
come, the all and all, he that is Alpha and 
Omega, the last of all: What remains 
then? But the first begotten of the Fath- 
er, Jesus Christ, the heir of all things, ev- 
en him that is the ancient of days, he that 
is Above all, through all and in all.’ Epa. 
4,6, For beloved! There was some- 
thing of me, before I was either hot or 
cold, before I was either dry or moist, be- 
fore I had either weight or lightness; yea, 
before I had any manner of shape; these 
things, these accidents, I say, being taken 
away, what remains then but he that is I 
am,he that is 4/pha and Omega ; for 
take away heights and depths, things pre- 
sent and things to come, and then nothing 
can separate Christ and us, as the apostle 
in that case reasons, Rom.8. He was per 
suaded nothing could separate him from 
Christ ; ‘neither death nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor heights 
nor depths, nor any other creature should 
be able to separate him from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord? 
For although I know many men say and 
teach ina general way, sin is the cause of 
separation ; which is a truth, but too gen- 
eral a truth; but this is a cause more par- 
ticular, and the cause of abundance of par- 
ticular sins. Seek therefore to remove 
the root and cause of abundance of par- 
ticular fruits, effects and branches will 
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) little, glorious or mean, they are all not 


) Sinai, his high and glorious place, and — 
» that he was not more present and glorious 


D the Angel of the Covenant, spoken of in | 
| the revelation, whom these types and | 
: shadows not only represent, and point to ; 
| but they are also those, which hide and | 
blind him from our sight. Jsa. 12,6, ‘Cry 


so their substance and being, and the saints | 
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wither and die of themselves ; for were it 
not for the vail of accidents that isbetween 
God and us, we should see God: If we 
coul.! but take away these accidents, we 
might then see God in the gold and God 
in the light, God in the sun and God in 
the waters, God in the earth and God in 
the trees, God in the flowers and God in 
everv pile of Grass, yea, God to be all in 


all, were but those things, those accidents 
removed from our sight, which are as 
scales upon our eves; for where any thing | 
moves, God is the mover; nay, where any | 
thing hath a being, a substance, he is the 

being of that being, the substance of that 

substance ; (if we may call any thing sub- | 
stance or being but God) for he is the mo- | 
tion and being of every thing, great or | 
only his workmanship, (so far most men | 
teach and believe) but I tell you, he is al- | 


they see, that the Lord is among them, as | 


PERFECTION. 


“ The principal instrument, or means 
of our perfection is contained in this one 
expression of God to Abraham—walk in 
my firesence and be thou perfect. The 
presence of God calms the mind, gives 
sweet repose and quiet even inthe midst 
of our daily labours ; but then we must 
be resigned to him without any reserve. 
When we have found God, there is no- 
thing worth looking for in men. We 
must then give up our very dest friends, 
for the Good friend is in the heart, the 
spouse who is jealous, and will have every 
thing else put out. It does not require a 
great deal of time to love God; to draw 
near and enjoy his presence, to lift up our 
heart to him, or adore him at the bottom 
of our heart [the soul’s centre] or te 
make him an offering of what we do and 
suffer: for the very kingdom of God is 
within us, which nothing can molest. We 
must endeavour to have a continual cor- 
reshondence and fellowshifp with God. 


in Mouut Sinai, than he isin all creatures. | 
** And further, let me tell you, this is | 


out, and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion! 
Great is the holy one of Israel in the midst | 
ofthee. He that is an inhabitant of Zion 
will, (upon the sight of God in any crea- | 
ture, ina holy exstacy and amazement, 
of spirit) fall down before him, and wor- 
ship him: The seeing him to be so infi- 
nite and great, and filling all things, they 
cannot, but must with the prophet (in a 
holy lavishment and exstacy, as being 
made drunk, overcome and swallowed up) 
cry out and shout: great is the holy one 
of Israel, in the midst of thee. The word 
in the original signifies, in the inmost, in- 
wardest part of thee, in the very heart of 
thee. When this divine being shall arise, 
discover and rouse up itself before the | 


= soul, that never saw him before; 
h! how amazed, ashamed and confound- 


ed is it in itself! This seeing of God, is 
only manifested in them, and to them; 
gat not at all in reprobates. 


Everard. 


Let us be persuaded that the must profit- 
able and desirable state in this /ife is that 


| of Christian perfection, which consists in 


the union of the soul with God: an union 
that includes in it all spiritual good ; a fa- 
miliarity with God so great, that no two 
friends upon earth converse oftener to- 
gether, nor with greater endearment, 
freedom ease, and openness of heart—a 
wonderful liberty of spirit, that raises us 
above all events and changes of life, and 
that frees us from the tyranny of human 
respect ; an extraordinary power for the 
well performing of all our actions, and ac- 
quitting ourselves well in our employ- 
ments; a prudence truly Christian in all 
our undertakings, a peace and perfect 
tranquility in all conditions, and in short 
a continual victory over self-love, and our 
passions. This is the happy state to 


which we are called; we, whom God 


hath separated from the corruption of this 
world. If we do not partake of these hea- 
venly blessings [this perfection] ’tis our 
fault, since the spirit of God disposes, and 
excites us continually to aspire after them, 

“ Let the mind be fixed on Gad, kept 
forward in the light, which is the only way 
into the kingdom of the Father; and in 
this (light) alone are seen the secret things 
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of the Aimighty, even the hidden things 
of wisdom : and by your obedience to the 
measure of life and light received are the 
works of darkness a/one manifested and 
brought to view which could not other- 
wise be discerned, su that the head of the 
transgressor may be bruised under (de- 
jected) in you. And thus in Ais light vou 
shall see light, until darkness be wholly 
swallowed up in light, ‘like the just man’s 
path which shineth brighter and brighter 
unto the perfect day ; when the light of 
the moon shall become as the light of 
the sun, and the light of the sun seven fold, 
even as the light of seven days.’ 

“And I may say I have been greatly 
affected and bowed before the Lord, be- 
cause of the exceeding glory which shall 
be revealed from heaven to such as faith- 
fully follow the Lamb (the light) whith- 
ersoever he goeth ; and a secret travail 


hath often been begotten in me, on behalf || moved out of the way which opposeth 


of the CALLED, that they might be wil- 


ling to abide in faith and patience the. 
Father’s time, accounting nothing hard | 


to endure, and no time dong for the things 


whereunto they are called ; and he that 


hath called you is faithful and true to ful- 
fill all his promises, and will never fail 


them that trust in him. Therefore be | 


persuaded to keep forward in the light | 


all you that know the name of the Lord, 
holding fast that measure you have re- 
ceived of true faith ; for I must tell you, 
my friends, there is a bitter cup for some 
of you to drink—if you are faithful to God; 
therefore dwell deep in self-abasement, 


and will nothing but what he willeth for | 


you ; and this is your very safety and _ se- 
curity against the EVIL ONE (self) who 
would persuade you amidst doubts and 
fears, conflicts and trials, to go out of the 
way and withdraw from your chaste wait- 
ing upon your BELoveD. It is the seed 


| 


} 


| 


the Shepherds formerly to the immortat 
babe (the new birth) the only begotten of 
the Father: and give yourselves no rest 
until you have attained (to this) for 
if you stop short of the new birth which 
he is bringing forth in you, the work will 
be marred, and the earth may go over you 
agai, so that instead of the blessing, you 
may inherit the curse, and so serve self 
instead of God. Therefore keep the mind 
forward in a belief in the spirit, in full 
hope and confidence and seek no carnal 
way to escape; and look not out to man 
for help, or ease, or counsel, when all 
seems to be shut up in mist and darkness, 
and you see no possible way of deliver- 
ance: stand still, dwelling low in faith and 
patience before him until he himself pre- 
pare your way, which he will do in his 
own time, as you are constant in waiting 
upon him: and every thing shall be re- 


your liberty, (in God) and all things shall 
be made to yield to this divine work in 
you, and conspire together for your good 
in the end. 


“ And hereby you will be made acquain- 
ted with the greatness of his love, wisdom 
and power, in the contemplation of which 
you will be bowed with exceedingly great 
/ admiration. And be not dismayed when 
his hand is heavy upon you; soheavy that 
_ you will not be able to stand under it, 
without great astonishment and trem- 
bling. ‘I will make judgment to rest for 
a light on the people and by the spirit of 
judgment and the spirit of burning must 
| Zion (the children of God) be redeemed.’ 


“Therefore run not out from under his 
mighty power over you, for thus alone 
shall your fetters be dissolved and the cap- 
tive soul set at liberty, to live and walk as 
in the being and presence of God. And 


(of the kingdom, the eternal principle) in | 
which you are to dwell; therefore let | 
your minds be kept up to God, and suffer | 
nothing to divert you from the end in view 
--viz:--PERFECTIONINHim. Andhere- | 


of the heavenly calling you cannot be 
made partakers, except you be baptised 
with his baptism, (of fire) and are willing 
todrink the cup of trembling from his 
hands ; for the carnal mind (the selfish 


unto you are called and shall surely at-_ 


tain, oh, ye travailing (exercised) souls! 


if you give not back ;—even the everlast- | 


being) must be annihilated, and self with 
all its branches rooted up, otherwise you 
cannot attain to this state of rest and peace 


ing rest and peace of God: the eye of the 
mind being kept single to the principle 
6f divine life, which will lead you as it did — 


in the Lord. And you can only know de- 
liverance rightly, in the day of your great 
tribulation from him, in hts way and time; 
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and vou must wait to receive his wisdom 
and council to guide, controul, and direct 
you, when you come out, so that you 
may not go forth into the earth again, to 
serve it, but be brought to serve him 


“ The power and wisdom of God 
IN THE CREATION. 


“ Inde hominum fecundumque genus, vie 
teeqgue volantum, 


Et marmoreo fert monstra sub 


alone; and the blessing shall be your ev- quore fiontus. a 
erlasting inheritance, and THE GLoRY of Vire. En. VI. V. 728. q 
the ETERNAL shall rest upon you, and |! « : 4 
And while you are walking as in the | And birds of air, and monsters of the } 
clouds to meet your beloved, with the pow- main.” DrypeEn. 4 
er of darkness around you, let the mind | : q 
be kept close down to the quickening prin- | “Though there is a great deal of plea- q 
ciple, which is operating to bring down its | SUT€ ™ contemplating the material world, 7 
carnal nature in you ; and to its leavening | by ve 1 mean that system of bodies ‘ 
tendency you must submit, if you would | into which nature has so curiously q 
be made to partake of the divine image, | wrought the mass of dead matter, with ’ 
for the power which is working in, and , “€ several relations which those bodies F 


through you is that measure of God you \ bear hegre anather, there is still, mes 
have received, and is like unto him, and 1 thinks, something = wonderful and 
in this alone are his likeness and nature \ ae contemsplations on the world 
seen, and himself rightly known ; for he of life, by which I mean all those animals 
is not otherwise known than as he is | With which he 
known herein. And when you shall be furnished. ‘The material world is only 


wholly conformed hereunto, then are you | 
partakers of the divine image, and the 
begotten (sons) of the Father. 


“And moreover I may tell you the 
Lord hath no delight in mixtures, but is 
calling youout of them all; and herein; 
even in this respect differeth this present | 
dispensation from all the dispensations 
given to those that have gone before us; 
for I tell you they were not free from mix- 
tures, but retained some part of the first 
nature (the earthly image or being) the 
which ye may not do and answer God’s 
purpose concerning you; but must give 
up all to fall by the sword of his spirit 
(the power of pure love) so that nothing 
may remain but that which is of himself 
(his own nature.) 


“ And think not fora moment he will 
be found to accomodate himself to the con- 
dition wherein you are, so as to nourish | 
and support you there; forthis may not | 
be; therefore is he drawing and will draw | 
you forward until judgment unto perfect | 
victory shall be brought forth, that so you | 
may receive him in his fulness: and come | 
to know him, even as you are known of | 
him——<“even in the brightness of his 
glory and the express likeness of his be- | 


the shell of the universe: the world of 
| life are its inhabitants. 
“If we consider the parts of the mate- 
rial world which lie the nearest to us, and 
are therefore subject to our observations 
and enquiries, it is amazing to consider 
| the infinity of animals with which it is 

stocked. Every part of matter is peo- 
pled ; every green leaf swarms with in- 
habitants. There is scarce a single hu- 
mour in the body of a man, or of any other 
animal, in which our glasses do not disco- 
ver myriads of living creatures. The 
surface of animals is also covered with 
other animals, which are in the same 
manner the basis of other animals that 
live upon it; nay, we find in the most 
solid bodies, as in marble itself, innumer- 
able cells and cavities that are crowded 
with such imperceptible inhabitants as 
are too little for the naked eye to discov- 
er. On the other hand, if we look into 
the more bulky parts of nature, we see 
the seas, lakes, and rivers, teeming with 
numberless kinds of living creatures: we 
find every mountain and marsh, wilder- 
ness and wood, plentifully stocked with 
birds and beasts, and every part of mat- 
ter affording proper necessaries and con- 
veniences for the livelihood of multitudes 


ing,’ 


which inhabit rt. 


| 
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«“ The author of the plurality of worlds 
draws a very good argument from this 
consideration, for the peopling of every 
planet ; as indeed it seems very probable, 
from the analogy of reason, that if no part 
of matter which we are acquainted with 
lies waste and useliss, those great bo- 
dies which are at such a distance from us 
should not be desert and unpeopled, but 
rather that they should be furnished with 
beings adapted to their respective situa- 
tions. 

“Existence is a blessing to those beings 
only which are endued with perception, 
and is in a manner thrown away upon 
dead matter, any further than as it is sub- 
servient to beings which are conscious of 
their existence. Accordingly we find, 
from the bodies which lie under our ob- 
servation, that matter is only made as the 
basis and support of animals, and that 
there is no more of the one than what is 
necessary for the existence of the other. 

“Infinite goodness is of so communica- 
tive a nature that it seems to delight in 
the conferring of existence upon every 
degree of perceptive being. As this isa 
speculation which I have often pursued 
with great pleasure to myself, I shall en- 
large farther upon it, by considering that 
part of the scale of beings which comes 
within our knowledge. 

“There are some living creatures 
which are raised but just above dead mat- 
ter. ‘To mention only that species of 
shell-fish, which are formed in the fash- 
ion of a cone, that grows to the surface of 
several rocks, and immediately die upon 
their being severed from the place where 
they grew. There are many other crea- 
tures but one remove from these, which 
have no other sense besides that of feel- 
ing and taste. Others have still an addi- 
tional one of hearing ; others of smell, and 
others of sight. Itis wonderful to ob 
serve by what a gradual progress the 
world of life advances through a prodi- 
gious variety of species, before a creature 
is formed that is complete in all its senses; 
and even among these there is such a dif- 
ferent degree of perfection in the sense 
which one animal enjoys beyond what ap- 
pears in another, that though the sense 
in different animals be distinguished by 
the same common denomination, it seems 


almost of a different nature. If after this 
we look into the several inward perfec- 
tions of cunning and sagacity, or what we 
generally call instinct, we find them rising 
after the same manner, imperceptibly 
one above another, and receiving addi- 
tional improvements according to the 
species in which they are implanted. This 
progress in nature is so verv gradual, that 
the most perfect of an inferior species 
comes very near to the most imperfect of 
that which is immediately above it. 

“ The exuberant and overflowing good- 
ness of the Supreme Being, whose mercy 
extends to all his works, is plainly seen, 
as I have before hinted, from his having 
so very little matter, at least what falls 
within our knowledge, that does not 
swarm with life. Nor is his goodness 
less seen in the diversity than in the mul- 
titude of living creatures. Had he only 
made one species of animals, none of the 
rest would have enjoyed the happiness of 
existence ; he has therefore specified in 
his creation every degree of life, every 
capacity of being. The whole chasm of 
nature, from a plant to a man, is filled up 
with divers kinds of creatures rising one 
above another, by such a gentle and easy 
ascent, that the little transitions and de- 
viations from one species to another are 
almost insensible. This intermediate 
space is so well husbanded and managed, 
that there is scarce a degree of percep- 
tion which does not appear in some one 
part of the world of life. Is the goodness 
or wisdom of the Divine Being more 
manifested in this his proceeding ? 


“ There is a consequence, besides those > 


I have already mentioned, which seems 
very naturally deducible from the fore- 
going considerations. Ifthe scale of be- 
ing rises by such a regular progress so 
high as men, we may, by a parity of rea- 
son, suppose that it still proceeds gradu- 
ally through those beings which are of a 
superior nature to him; since there is an 
infinitely greater space and room for dif- 
ferent degrees of perfection between the 
Supreme Being and man, than between 
man and the most despicable insect. This 
consequence of so great a variety of be- 
ings which are superior to us from that 
variety which is inferior to us, is made by 


Mr. Locke, in a passage which I shail 
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here set down, after having premised, 
that notwithstanding there is such infi- 
nite room between man and his Maker 
for the creative power to exert itself in, 
it is impossible that it should ever be fill- 
ed up, since there will be still an infinite 
gap or distance between the highest crea- 
ted being, and the power which produced 
him. 
«¢That there should be more species 
of intelligent creatures above us than 
there are of sensible and material below 
us, is probable to me from hence, that in 
all the visible and corporeal world we see 
no chasms or gaps. All quite down from 
us, the descent is by easy steps, and a con- 
tinued series of things, that in each re- 
move differ very little one from the other. 
There are fishes that have wings, and 
are not strangers to the airy region ; and 
there are some birds that are inhabitants 
of the water, whose blood iscold as fishes, 
and their flesh so like in taste, that the 
scrupulous are allowed them on fish-days. 
There are animals so near of kin both to 
birds and beasts, that they are in the mid- 
dle between both: amphibious animals 
link the terrestrial and aquatic together ; 
seals live at land and at sea, and por- 
poises have the warm blood and entrails 
of a hog, not to mention what is confi- 
dently reported of mermaids or sea-men. 
There are some brutes that seem to have 
as much knowledge and reason as some 
that are called men ; and the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms are so nearly joined, 
that it you will take the lowest of one 
and the highest of the other, there will 
scarce be perceived any great difference 
between them; and so on till we come to 
the lowest and the most inorganical parts 
of matter, we shall find every where that 
the several species are linked together, 
and differ but in almost insensible de- 
grees. And when we consider the infi- 
nite power and wisdom of the Maker, we 
have reason to think that it is suitable to 
the magnificent harmony of the universe, 
and the great design and infinite goodness 
of the Architect, that the species of crea- 
tures should also, by gentle degrees as- 
cend upward from us toward his infinite 
perfection, as we see they gradually de- 
scend from us downward; which, if it be 


suaded that there are far more species of 
creatures above us than there are beneath 
us; we being in degrees of perfection 
much more remote from the infinite be- 
ing of God than we are from the lowest 
state of being, and that which approaches 
nearest to nothing; and yet of all those 
distinct species we have no clear, distinct 
ideas.’ 

“In this system of being there is no 
creature so wonderful in its nature, and 
which so much deserves our particular 
attention, as man, who fills up the middle 
space between the animal and intellectual 
nature, the visible and invisible world, 
and is that link in the chain of beings 
which has been often termed the nexus 
utriusgue mundi. So that he who in one 
respect is associated with angels and 
archangels, may look upon a being of in- 
finite perfection as his father, and the 
highest order of spirits as his brethren ; 
may, in another respect, ‘say to corrup- 
tion, Thou art my father, and to the 
worm, Thou art my mother and my sis- 
ter.” Addison. 


Extracts Clapprerton’s Travels 
into Central Africa. 


“We had now noother duties to per- 
torm, — the providing for our embar- 
cation, with all our live animals, birds, and 
other specimens of natural history, and 
settling with our faithful native attendants, 
some of whom had left Tripoli with us, 
and returned in our service: they had 
strong claims on our liberality, and had 
served us with astonishing fidelity in many 
cases of great peril; and if either here or 
in any foregoing part of this journal it may 
be thought that I have spoken too favoura- 
bly of the natives we were thrown amongst, 
I can only answer that I have described 
them as [have found them, hospitable, 
kind-hearted, honest, and liberal: to the 
latest hour of my life I shall remember 
them with affectionate regard ; and many 
are the untutored children of nature in 
central Africa, who possess feelings and 


principles that would do honour to the 
civilized Christian. 


Boo-KHALOOM, a noted merchant cf 
Jerran, having fallen in a predatory ex- 
cursion against the Fellatahs in central! 
Africa, the following mournful ditty was 


Probable, we have yeason then to be per- 


written on his death, by his countrymen, 
which may serve as a specimen of this 
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kind of compositson, on such occasions, 
amongst that people. 

“Oh! trust not to the gun and the 
oe ! The spear of the unbeliever pre- 
vails ! 

“Boo Khaloom, the and the brave 
has fallen! Who shall be safe? Even 
as the moon among the little stars, so was 
Boo Khaloom amongst men! Where 
shall Fezzan now look for her protector ? 
Men hang their heads in sorrow, while 
women wring their hands, rending the 
air with their cries! As a shepherd is 
to his flock, so was Boo Kholoom to Fez- 
zan ! 

“Give him songs! Give him music! 
What words can equal his praise? His 
heart was as large as the desert! His 
coffers were like the rich overflowings 
from the udder of the camel, comforting 
and nourishing those around him ! 

“ Even as the flowers without rain per- 
ish in the field, so will Fezzaneers droop ; 
for Boo Khaloom returns no more ! 

“ His body lies in the land of the hea- 
then! The poisoned arrow of the unbe- 
liever prevails! 

“Qh! trust not to the gun and the 
sword! The spear of the heathen con- 
quers. Boo Khaloom, the good and the 
brave has fallen! Who now shall be 
safe?” 


NEW-ENGLAND RELIGION. 


_ “On the 22d of December last, the 
“ Landing of the Pilgrims” at Plymouth, 
was celebrated in that town, being the 
206th year since their arrival at that 
place. Says a Massachusetts paper: 

“*Agreeably tothe provisions of the 
Constitution of the Pilgrim Society, the 
members assembled at Pilgrim Hall for 
the transaction of the business of the So- 
ciety. In the after part of the day the 
Standish Guards paraded and marched 
through the principal streets, performing 
many evolutions in a manner highly cred- 
itable to themselves and officers. They 
fired several rounds over the Rock with 
precision. 

“The dav was also observed by ser- 
vices in the Rev. Mr. Freeman’s meeting- 
house, where the Rev. Mr. Storrs deliv- 
ered a discourse in the forenoon. Many 
of the Clergy in the vicinity were present. 

“In the evening there were four balls 
—at Pilgrim Hall, at Drews’ Hall, at 
Burbank’s Hall, and at Turner’s Hall.’ 

“We are not informed that any of the 


‘ciergy” attended at these balls, but the 
sanction which many of the New-Eng- 
land Clergy give to others, and particu- 
larly their children, to go to balls, is but 
little short of going themselves. The 
writer knows a clergyman in New Eng- 
land who had a daughter at a dancing 
school after she had joined the church 
and partook of the communion; and in 
the same parish a man in full communion, 
to prove that dancing was not inconsistent 
with being a Christian, said he never en- 
joyed so much religion in his life as he 
had when dancing. Such a powerful ar- 
gument seemed to put any further rea- 
soning at defiance, and the writer deem 
ed it most proper to drop the subject.” 
Reformer. 
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